APUSH – 
Mrs. Cope
Room C103
Course Description

AP US History focuses on the political, economic, social, and intellectual history of the United States from the 1400s to present day. The course also prepares students for the Advanced Placement exam taken in May. Classes will consist of student discussions, lectures, projects/presentations, debates, written assignments, and seminars. Students should expect to be challenged through the use of primary sources and critical thinking exercises, and should be prepared to develop and improve their writing and analytical skills.  

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS AND PROCEDURES

Materials
1. Binder: You must have a 3-ring binder for this course to keep your notes and handouts organized. You should have loose paper in your binder for notes.  If you cannot get a binder, see me and I’ll get you one.

2. Writing Utensil: Make sure you have something to write with. Highlighters are a plus as you will be reading a lot in class and outside of class.
Grading

1. Grading: Your grade will be determined as follows-
Tests/Quizzes/Essays/Projects = 30-80 points
Homework = 10-20 points
2. Make-up work: If you have an excused absence from school, you need to make up work that you missed ASAP.  
a. Absolutely no late homework will be accepted.  In the case of an excused absence, the homework that was due on the day you missed must be turned in immediately upon your return.
b. If you miss a test or a quiz, you must make this up on your own time (before or after school) within 1 week of your absence.
c. Do not fall behind, we move VERY quickly through material, and if you are behind it will be easy to become overwhelmed.
Conduct
1. Be respectful: Respectful behavior includes-
a. Do not interrupt another when he/she is speaking.  Raise your hand if you have something to say, so we make sure everyone gets their chance to contribute.

b. Do not tease anyone or use derogatory phrases to describe any group of people.

c. Be sensitive to others’ opinions and situations.  You may disagree with classmates, but their opinions are not wrong, and they are not stupid.

d. Absolutely no whining.

2. Participate: This is not a direct part of your grade, but will help you immensely in learning the material.  We will rely heavily on discussion to cover new material, and participation is vital.

3. Cell Phones:  Don’t use it. It will make me angry and is disrespectful to me, your classmates, and to the subject of history. 

4. Tardiness: Be on time. Being late to class without a pass will result in a detention.

5. Bathroom: Only ask to use the bathroom if it is really an emergency. Take care of your business before you come to class.

6. Food/Drink: You can’t have anything other than water in the classroom. If you try to sneak it in, I will throw it away and you’ll have detention. No exceptions.

If you ever need to contact me outside of school hours, e-mail me at Kelsi.cope@cmcss.net

